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P R E F A C E  

A Brief Biological Outline of 
Apostolos Makrakis 

 
Apostolos Makrakis was born in Siphnos, Greece, in 1831. Following 
graduate scholastic studies, he became Dean of a Lyceum in Constanti-
nople, teaching the physical sciences, mathematics, philosophy and the-
ology (1856). Investigating the philosophical systems from Descartes to 
Hegel, in 1863 while in Paris, Makrakis wrote three important philo-
sophical treatises in the French language.  

Upon returning to Athens, Professor Makrakis lectured in the Uni-
versity on Plato. Illumined by divine revelation of Orthodox theology 
and its application to the sciences, philosophy and psychology. He wrote 
a total of 56 educational, political, and religious books, and published 
two periodicals for 32 years. These periodicals included the contents of 
several unpublished books.  

Apostolos Makrakis moreover exhibited a strenuous sense of social 
and moral consciousness. The status of Orthodoxy at that time unfortu-
nately left much to be desired, and with great religious zeal, patriotism 
and application of right reason, this unique and dynamic personality 
lectured many hours a day in Athens and in almost every major city both 
on the Greek mainland and the numerous surrounding islands. In 1868 
he initiated a journalistic campaign designed to spark a revival of the 
sacred religion of his countrymen - Orthodoxy. He founded Orthodox 
Societies whose object was to form man after the “image and likeness of 
God." It is to be emphasized that A. Makrakis at all times vigorously 
propounded the rigid adherence to all Orthodox doctrines and Canons 
regarding Christian duties to the Holy Orthodox Church. For instance, 
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in the Divine and Sacred Catechism, (pp. 155), he states, "A single anti-
dogmatical heresy is sufficient to bring perdition upon one who is in-
volved in it, he being by no means saved by the faith which he has in the 
other saving dogmas. And a single ceremonial transgression avails to 
cast the transgressor down into the Tartarus of eternal punishment, 
neutralizing even the saving power of all the dogmas and of all the other 
commandments; and a single ethical transgression excludes the trans-
gressor from entering the Kingdom of God, outweighing the keeping 
virtue of the mysteries". 

Championing the Orthodox Church gloriously, Makrakis urged all 
Greeks to follow the letter and spirit of Orthodoxy as manifested by the 
Apostolic Canons, the Ecumenical Synods and the Holy Writings of the 
Great Fathers of the Church.  

In 1876, Makrakis established the "New Philosophical and Educa-
tional College of the Logos" in which known contemporary Orthodox 
clergy and scholars taught the practical and theoretical concepts of Or-
thodoxy. However, his missionary and educational efforts, while attract-
ing great public praise, incited the envy of certain professors and 
politicians.  

In 1879, in addition to his constant preaching of the word of Ortho-
doxy which caused many to return to Christ as their true King and God. 
His writings are voluminous, profound, original, and at times, polemic 
indeed. However, Makrakis' personal and spiritual life parallelled that of 
an ascetic as regards charities, prayers, fastings and other spiritual labors. 

This brilliant Greek Orthodox educator, writer and preacher died in 
1905, and as a tribute, a grateful nation extended their respects by pre-
senting a 205-carriage funeral cortege. His All Holiness Athenagoras I, 
(Patriarch of Constantinople) writes: "The ever-memorable Apostolos 
Makrakis lived and taught as a noble person and ardent patriot, and upon 

dying was buried in the bosom of the Orthodox Greek Church. Today, when 
things can be viewed more clearly from a distance in time and what 
were then some extreme differences have now lost their significance, he 
can be considered to have left an inheritance of great spiritual value. 
From it, Christians can gain deep knowledge, theological and philosoph-
ical, and ground themselves in the faith, arm themselves against various 
heresies, acquire a deeper insight into the Holy Scriptures, get in closer 
touch with the Orthodox Greek Church, and be sanctified, understand-
ingly, through its Holy Mysteries and Sacred Rites."  

The periodical St. John the Baptist, (vol. VII, No. 84, Feb. 1956) re-
ports that, "On the 50th anniversary of the death of our teacher, Apos-
tolos Makrakis, a memorial service was performed in the cathedral 
Church of the Metropolis of Athens, by Bishop of ROGON. (Assistant 
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T R A N S L A T O R ’ S  P R E F A C E  

Freemasonry and Christianity 

The Religious Mask Worn by the Society of Freemasonry. 

Christian and Freemason are two Contraries, each of 

which is Incompatible with the other. Beware, 

O Christians, of 'the Masonic Bane. 

 
 
 
Beware, O Orthodox Christians, O Christian Greeks, of Freemasonry, 
and do not let yourselves be deceived by its deceptive and delusive words 
alleging it to be a philanthropic society pursuing a good and benevolent 
object! There is nothing else philanthropic but that which in words and 
deeds Christ openly taught and continues to teach in the world. The 
Freemasons hide themselves, and are working in secret with the most 
elaborate precautions against being observed by others, in a plot against 
the Godhood and divinity, or rather belief in the Godhood and divinity 
of Jesus Christ.  

The Devil cannot endure the glory of the One who smashed his head 
and frustrated his cunning plans, and who is continually thwarting his 
scheme; and on this account in many and various ways he keeps on 
fighting Him. He fought Him by means of the idolatrous civil state and 
was defeated! He fought Christ by means of the sophistry and reasoning 
power of the pseudo philosophers and lost the fight! He fought Him by 
means of heresies and suffered defeat again! He fought by means of the 
sciences falsely so called, and by resorting to every sophistical device, 
and was checkmated! In the struggle he was routed and met with dis-
grace! Countless times did he renew the same arguments against Chris-
tianity, and every time he came out of the contest crushed to pieces! So 
he contrived to come upon the scene behind the mask of a secret society 
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having a religious emblem on the outside, but concealing atheism and 
materialism underneath, with the help of the Jews, and with the good 
will of atheists and materialists. The metal of the Jews, especially in a 
case where Christianity was to be combated, was freely utilized. That is 
why Freemasonry thrived best wherever there was a concentration of 
Jews.  

In Freemasonry the most heterogeneous elements are united for the 
purpose of fighting Christianity, no longer openly, but on the sly, decep-
tively, with sedulous concealment of its sinister aim, and with circula-
tion of a rumor that it is a philanthropic society and has nothing in 
common with religion per se, or that pure, as distinct from popular, 
Christianity finds therein a haven! But if pure Christianity does find a 
haven therein, why is it organized in the name of an unknown God, and 
not of the true God, whom Jesus Christ preached, or, more explicitly, of 
the one and triune God comprised in the Holy Trinity? Moreover, why 
is it a secret society, and not one accessible to scrutiny, as Christ com-
manded, who called Himself the light of the world (John 8: 12)?  

Christ founded a Church upon the earth, and established ministers 
therein to govern it, ordained mysteries (called in English by the 
nonOrthodox "sacraments"), and instituted whatever contributes to the 
moral and spiritual progress of its members. In this Church all who be-
lieve in Christ are brethren; all are equal before the law; all are free, ow-
ing voluntary and uncoerced obedience to the law; all are co-workers in 
good, and children of God in Christ regenerated and rebegotten through 
the efficacy of the Holy Spirit, being obliged to love each other, to help 
each other, to respect the rights of one another, and to live as brothers 
all. What need, therefore, is there of any secret society, even on the sup-
position that it has the Gospel? But, besides, why should it be secret? 
Why in darkness? Why threatening and assassinating, if anyone dare to 
reveal its secret? Why has it swords, and weapons, and alarming sights 
in the ceremonies connected with its mysteries, and so many other ut-
terly ridiculous and stupid superfluities? 

Seeing that there is a Christian temple (in English commonly called a 
"church"), what is the use of building the Masonic temple, even suppos-
ing that this is a Christian edifice? But no, no: all things Masonic are a 
fraud, and a falsehood or sham. They use everything that subserves their 
sinister aim; and they call falsehood, deception, and deceit Masonic dis-
cretion and prudence! They consider Christianity profane, the Chris-
tians profane, and our priests and our Church profane! To them 
everything that is not Masonic is profane. To them the God subsisting 
in the Trinity, Christ, the All-holy Virgin, and all Christian landmarks 
are profane. To them Freemasonry is all that is precious, honorable, 
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pure  that is to say, the principles of falsehood, of hypocrisy, of decep-
tion, of Godlessness, of materialism. They deemed religion to be the eas-
iest means of proselytizing men to the doctrines of Freemasonry. It was 
for this reason that they instituted their Lodge in the form of a temple, a 
temple in honor of the G .... A .... O .... T .... U ...., and upon the frontis-
piece of their temple they placed the inscription "To the glory and honor 
of the G .... A .... O .... T .... U .... - and they accordingly created rites of 
initiation, ceremonies, and invocations, and even prayers in the name of 
this creature-like God of theirs! But these things too were done hypo-
critically; for years later behind all these things the one initiated and 
promoted to higher degrees is told that the G .... A .... O .... T .... U is 
nature herself, matter in the process of organization, eternal and neces-
sarily existent. Life in conformity with nature is the happy life: whatever 
materialism has not succeeded in accomplishing openly, it is attempting 
to do by means of Freemasonry, this breath of the Serpent which decep-
tively insinuates into the ears of the unwary the poisonous suggestion of 
faith in falsehood.  

So far as respects the West, Freemasonry flourished because the or-
gies of the Popes fostered it; in Greece, however, its existence is alto-
gether unjustifiable and attaches great shame to Orthodox Greeks who 
have become Freemasons. Nevertheless, I think that only a few of Ma-
sonic initiates are aware of its antichristian aim. Most Masons became 
such unwittingly and because they believed in its deceptive falsehood 
that Freemasonry does not oppose Christianity, but, on the contrary, 
actually serves it through the Jews and Turks whom it proselytizes. They 
believed as a result of thoughtlessness, and because there is a strong ten-
dency in some men to follow everywhere what are called modernisms. 
But as for those who have not been proselytized, let them open their 
eyes, because the enemy is insidiously and deceitfully falling upon us. 
The Church, however, ought to excommunicate the Freemasons and 
refuse to grant them the right to partake of holy communion, which 
they hypocritically attend, unless they repent, and disavow Freemasonry.  

We must exclude the Freemasons from the Church who attend her 
mysteries hypocritically in order to deceive others into thinking them 
Christians and easily increase the number of adherents of Freemasonry. 
Let the Masons keep their Masonry if they wish, and let the Christians 
adhere to the Church of Christ. The Masons are entitled to complete 
freedom as regards their own belief, but they should declare their prin-
ciples openly and outspokenly, and not pretend, and not deceive. Chris-
tians have no right to persecute bodies, nor to inflict martyrdom upon 
anybody because of his convictions; they have a right, however, to ex-
pose and criticize false principles and convictions for the benefit of the 
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C H A P T E R  1  

FREEMASONRY                       
Known by the Masonic Diploma to the Disgrace 
and Reproach of those who have become Ma-

sons and have abandoned the Institutions of Our 
Forebears 

 

“But they shall advance no further; for their folly shall be manifest un-
to all others." (II Timothy 3:9) 

 

Introduction 

The Orthodox Faith of Christ, which our nation was called to bear be-
fore heathen and king, and children of Israel (Acts 9: 15), was destined 
to be tried like gold in a crucible, and, after undergoing all the trials, 
eventually to shine again to the praise and glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

After being warred upon by the antichrist Mohammed and the pseu-
dochrist called the Pope, after being warred upon by the many-headed 
Hydra of the Lutheran-Calvanistic heresy, after being warred upon by 
intriguing diplomacy, the Orthodox Faith had to be warred upon latterly 
also by the infernal battalion of the architect of evils Beelzebub (Matt. 12 
:24), otherwise called Masonry or Freemasonry; the latter being in fact 
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the worst temptation and the most dangerous of all its enemies, both 
because it attacks insidiously and because it attacks the nation by means 
of the nation itself, and because it transforms itself into an angel of light, 
into a minister of philanthropy and justice; because through association 
it lays hold of civil and military positions, and easily evades paying the 
penalty for the crimes it perpetrates in darkness. We denounced this 
insidious and dangerous enemy at first in Concord Square (Athens)2, 
having as evidence of its existence a Masonic epistle threatening to 
launch us into eternity, so as to dissuade us from preaching the word of 
God and from criticizing the wolves plotting against the sheep of 
Christ's flock. As long as we were writing in the columns of "Justice" 
(Greek: Dikaiosyne) we continually animadverted upon the antichristian 
and ruinous nature of the Masonic system. And if we failed to persuade 
those led astray to abandon the delusion in which they had been en-
snared, we at least checked the progress of the evil and muzzled its im-
pudent apologists, who, being powerless to oppose the truth of our 
assertions by means of falsehood, were forced to drop into silence. Yet 
the evil exists, is counteracting us under the protection of the authorities 
of the State, and is engaging freely in the work of destroying the house 
of God, with a view to using the stones thereof to build the house of the 
Devil. Proof of this assertion is to be found in the violations of the law 
perpetrated in Patras by the former nomarch D. Angelinides and the 
chief of police Procopius Vranas, as reported in issue No. 14 of the 
"Logos" (a newspaper edited by Makrakis). Those violations were insti-
gated by the infernal society of Masons, which so dreaded public preach-
ing of the divine word that it sought the aid of the nomarch and of the 
chief of police and demanded that they prevent the preaching of the dis-
course having St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans as its subject, by hook or 
crook, lest they themselves and their doctrinal houses be set fire to as a 
result of the dissemination of the divine conceptions. In vain we pointed 
out that the authorities were entertaining a fear where there was no 
fear, and that they were violating the law and doing us an injustice by 
assailing a benevolent and lawful act. The will of the architect had to 
prove superior to that of the king and of the laws; accordingly, those 
who had sworn to remain loyal to the king and to the Constitution were 
not ashamed to give proof that they were also serving another infernal 
king and another Satanic constitution which imposes violation of the 
law and perjury as a duty.  

So, inasmuch as antichristian Masonry is crawling about among us 
and enjoying every protection by the authorities against the established 

                                                            
2 Also published in latter part of this booklet. 
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laws, in carrying on freely the work of ruination and destruction, we 
who are fighting under the glorious banner of the Cross are therefore 
constrained to wage war upon this infernal monster, not only as a provi-
sion in behalf of common salvation, but also for the honor of the nation, 
out of which there ought ceaselessly to resound a voice in support of the 
divine truth, because it was called to bear the truth before nations and 
kings. We consider the war against Masonry a war of salvation and of 
honor, a war bearing witness that the nation is putting up a fight for the 
Orthodox Faith against every enemy that is plotting against it. Ortho-
doxy put up a fight against Turkism; it put up a fight against Papism 
(i.e., Roman Catholicism); it put up a fight against Luthero-Calvinism. 
Why then should it keep silent in the face of infernal Masonry? Why 
should it permit this battalion of the Devil's to exterminate the faith for 
the sake of which it fought with fortitude and valiantly repulsed all the 
other battalions of the Devil? Let it therefore be emphasized that Ma-
sonry must be expelled from Greece, just as were its confreres Turkism 
and Papism; and it must be warred upon until it has been expelled and 
all its insidious intention is frustrated. Since the power of this enemy 
consists in darkness and ignorance and it flourishes as long as, and in 
proportion as it is unknown, but its activity weakens and dies out in 
proportion as it becomes known by the majority of people; therefore we 
will keep on fighting this dark enemy, by bringing to light its hideous 
and sinister nature by means of indisputable evidence and proof - by 
means of the Masonic diploma itself, in which, as in a mirror, we can see 
what Masonry is.  

The Masons are greatly deceived in thinking that the aim of Masonry 
and the means by which it is pursued are actual mysteries which only 
those who have been initiated into the affairs of the society are acquaint-
ed with. Masonry is known better by those walking in the light of Christ 
than it is known by the Masons themselves, who, because of traveling in 
darkness must needs be ignorant of themselves and of their own affairs; 
they must needs be ignorant of whence they have come and of whither 
they are going. If Masonry is a mystery to the benighted and callous-
souled Masons, it is by no means, however, a mystery to the enlightened 
Christians, who, by means of the rays of divine light, can see and under-
stand the ruler of darkness called the Devil and the trickeries of his delu-
sion. The fact that Masonry is no mystery to our eyes but a thing which 
is clearly known as respects its nature, aim, and agencies, will be shown 
and proved from an analysis and explanation of the meaning of the ap-
pended Masonic diploma.  
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The Analysis Of The Symbolism Of The Masonic Diploma  

The first symbol on the appended Masonic diploma is the so-called 
all-seeing eye within the triangle inscribed in the circle from which radi-
ate rays of light. Ask what this symbol signifies. It signifies the spirit or 
God of the Masons whom they call the Great Architect of the Universe. 
The abbreviation "A la G . . du G . . A . . de l'U . ." stands for the French 
words "A la Gloire du Grand Architecte de l'Universe," which phrase is in-
terpreted in English by "To the Glory of the Great Architect of the 

Universe". It becomes evident, therefore, that the Masons worship a 
certain God whom they call the Great Architect of the Universe and for 
the glory of whom they are working. Let us ask what spirit and what 
God it is that the Masons are worshiping under the above title and that 
is pictorially represented by the symbol displayed. Since the Masons are 
walking in darkness, they are of course ignorant of this God whom they 
are worshiping. We, however, are well acquainted with Him by virtue 
of the enlightening words of Christ, and we are going to make others 
acquainted with Him by a sure and certain method.  

The Holy Bible teaches us that there are two spirits opposed to each 
other, of whom one is called the Spirit of the Truth and proceeds out of 
the Father of lights, while the other is called the spirit of falsehood and 
arises out of the Devil who is the father of falsehood. The Spirit of the 
Truth is received by those who believe in Jesus Christ who is the Truth 
Itself, and through Him they become acquainted with the one and triune 
God, namely, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The spirit of er-
ror, on the other hand, is received by the world, meaning, that is to say, 
men that are unaware of Christ and incapable of receiving the Spirit of 
Truth, and on this account are led astray in many and various ways. So, 
in view of the admitted fact that there are two opposed spirits, that of 
the truth and that of error, we must ask with reference to the Masonic 
spirit represented by the Masonic symbol in the Masonic diploma which 
kind of spirit it is, that of the truth or that of error. The way to solve the 
problem may be outlined as follows: Let it be assumed that we have two 
coins, both of which look like gold: if we throw them down and one 
sounds differently from the other, the difference in sound will at once 
tell us that both of them cannot be genuine, notwithstanding that they 
look like gold; but that only the one is which has the sound of gold; the 
one which sounds differently is of a different metal. If, on the other 
hand, both coins have the same sound of gold, we then judge that both 
of them are really gold. But just as metals emit sounds and can be distin-
guished by these sounds, so and in like manner may it be said that the 
two contrary spirits emit contrary utterances, and by these utterances 
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C H A P T E R  2  

A Speech Against Freemasonry 
Delivered by A. Makrakis           

In Concord Square (Athens Greece), the subject of which is the atti-
tude of a Greek towards Freemasonry, and the Masonic letter 

 
(Made on August 29th, 1866) 
 
Dear Fellow Citizens!  

The speech of yesterday whose subject was the third why, by which 
the proposed means for the attainment of the end we have in mind is 
arranged and constructed, has proved the power of the truth over moral 
powers, and the fact that by means of the first Truth which has been 
scientifically proved we can command all the moral powers of all Eu-
rope, and mobilizing by means thereof as many armies and fleets as ·we 
wish against our enemy, we can destroy him most readily and most ef-
fectively without a battle and without bloodshed. We promised that to-
day we would consider also the power of righteousness over the moral 
powers, in order to convince ourselves of the certainty of success when 
armed with the mighty weapons of truth and righteousness. But an un-
foreseen circumstance, consisting in the delivery of the present letter 
from the society of Freemasons existing in this city, obliges me to post-
pone the intended subject of my discourse, and to speak today about the 
duties of a Greek towards Freemasonry. After explaining these duties, 
we shall also read the letter, so that you may learn the contents of it.  

As we have so far proved, we are a nation of principles in behalf of 
which we are contending, and in accordance with which we must regu-
late and adjust our life, both private and public. These principles are the 
two essential and fundamental dogmas of Christianity, the correctness 
whereof we have proved scientifically by many arguments in previous 
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speeches. The first dogma states: The first cause of everything is the one 
and indivisible Holy Trinity. By this is meant the Father Mind, the Son 
Logos, and the Holy Spirit or Power. The second dogma states: Christ is 
a perfect God and a perfect man, or, in a word, a God-man.  

In behalf of these truths our race has been contending for the past 
nineteen centuries, and for their sake it has sacrificed everything. The 
history of our race is a history of all the struggles and sacrifices it has 
undergone for the sake of maintaining this divine trust, which is the 
grandeur and the glory of our nation and of our fatherland. Any denial 
of these truths is a denial of ourselves: it is a denial of our glorious past 
and of our much more glorious future. These truths are what constitute 
so-called Hellenism, for Hellenism means nothing else than the virtues 
·with which the Greek race has identified its own existence and its own 
glory. Now let us ask, What is the Freemasonry which has sprung up in 
our midst? It is a system of falsehood and error diametrically opposed to 
Hellenism. The principles of this system were explained to me by a 
French philosopher named Henri Charle, living in Paris. The publica-
tion of my philosophical works in the French language led to my ac-
quaintanceship and relationship with this Frenchman, who told me that 
he belonged to Freemasonry, and when I asked him what purpose or 
aim this society was pursuing, he answered sincerely by saying:  

"We, my friend, are in pursuit of the unity of the human race through 
the idea of a single God and of mutual assistance and help. But in order 
to attain to this aim, we must needs wage war upon and demolish 
Roman Catholicism, otherwise known as Papism, and every revealed 
religion. For the cause of human woes is the dissensions and hatreds 
that divide nations, and they are fostered by the differences of reli-
gions and by the clergy of each revealed religion. So, for the sake of the 
unity and prosperity of the nations, the barriers must be demolished, 
and that class of men who claim to hold the keys to Paradise and to 
mediate between God and men must be abolished altogether. Mo-
hammedan, Jew, Roman Catholic, schismatic (i.e., Orthodox), 
Protestant, all these are names of dissensions and hatreds. Freemason-
ry is going to reconcile all those at variance, and is going to patch up 
their differences by eliminating the cause of dissension and of hatred 
from each system. Freemasonry will rid the Jew of the Mosaic tradi-
tion and the expectation of a Messiah. It will rid the Mohammedan of 
Mohammed and the Koran; it will rid the Christians of belief in the 
divinity of Christ. After this riddance of Jews, Mohammedans, and 
Christians of every sect will be merged in the idea of one God, which 
is common to all these systems, and thus Freemasonry will solve the 
great problem of the union and prosperity of all nations."  



F R E E M A S O N R Y  K N O W N  B Y  T H E  M A S O N I C  D I P L O M A  •  6 9  

 

C H A P T E R  3  

Two Encyclicals – From “Expose 
of Masonry” by the Archbishop 

of Patras and Elia4 

(1)  Kingdom of Greece - Archdiocese of Patras and 
Elia 

 
To its spiritual children beloved in Christ:  
 
A fatherly and at the same time pastoral duty impels me to address to 

you this encyclical of mine in reference to the Masonic question which 
has recently arisen, as you know, in the seat of my Archbishopric.  

As a functionary of a Church which has always been wont to look af-
ter the unfortunate and the abandoned, I have considered it one of my 
most sacred duties to establish the school for destitute children in this 
district and to see to it that its successful operation and its advancement 
are assured.  

But on this very account it became imperative for me to keep a vigi-
lant eye upon the progress of the school and to protect it against every 
immediate or mediate danger that might threaten it whether with re-
spect to its very existence or with respect to the mode of its functioning 
and the fulfillment of its purpose. Unfortunately, this danger has turned 
up.  

                                                            
4 These two encyclicals are quoted from pages 15-24 and 84-85 of the book “EX-

POSE OF MASONRY” by the Most Rev. HIEROTHY, Published in Patras, Greece, 1902 
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I have been informed, that is to say, to my anguish that persons par-
ticipating in the management and work of the school belong simultane-
ously to the Masonic Lodge in the city of Patras, that in their zeal to 
initiate members they have induced even some of the teachers of the 
school to become Masons, and that the latter have utilized their zeal for 
it and their position in it in furtherance of the aims of Freemasonry, in-
somuch that, working energetically in behalf of a work for the benefit of 
the public, they succeeded, by dint of the reputation thus gained, in con-
vincing people that Freemasonry, of which they are members, cannot 
harbor anything that is evil and reprehensible.  

After discerning the Masonic danger lurking therein both for the 
School for destitute children in the future and for the rest of my flock, 
and with a view to taking care for the good of the souls of those who 
have been denounced to me as Freemasons, I was put upon thinking in 
what manner I ought to proceed by way of admonishing them to repent, 
and, on the other hand, in case they should be obstinate, to demand their 
removal from the School; when one of the denounced visited me and 
insisted that I permit him to speak in the church. I assured him that I 
should have been glad to give him such permission had I not been relia-
bly informed that he was an official of the Masonic Lodge in Patras. He 
was forced to confess that he really was a Mason, but that there is noth-
ing reprehensible about Freemasonry, because it cherishes purely aims 
that are beneficent. I criticized this assertion of his, by maintaining 
among other things that philanthropy and beneficence are fruits of the 
grace and light of the Gospel, and that they are in no need of the Mason-
ic darkness and Masonic organization. Having seen, however, that my 
advice was of no avail, I ordered the Board of Directors of the School for 
destitute children to be called into session, and at the meeting I asked 
that all who confessed to belonging to Freemasonry be removed from 
the management and work of the School.  

The Board of Directors, in spite of my pleading, refused to acquiesce 
in their removal. Lastly, therefore, it requested that all the proceedings 
at the session be kept secret until the next session, at which a definite 
decision was to be reached. To this I assented in the hope always and 
with the wish that correct and Christian reflections might prevail. But 
private activities of the Directors were not slow to bring the matter to 
the notice of the press. When that occurred, I deemed myself obliged to 
give accurate information about it to any reporters seeking it. And since 
a demand was made that I continue collaborating with the ones de-
nounced, without expecting them to forego their positions in Freema-
sonry, I made it clear that I prefer to offer my resignation from the 
position of President of the School, at the same time reserving the right 
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to work, as my position and conscience demand, with a view to safe-
guarding my flock against any influence on the part of the tools of the 
society of the Freemasons. I was prompted to make this statement, my 
dear children in the Lord, because I understand how dangerous Freema-
sonry is not only for my whole flock in general, but especially for the 
tender souls of the destitute pupils attending the School.  

One may ask, perhaps, what danger of being induced to join Freema-
sonry can young pupils face to whom nothing would be said about 
Freemasonry. It is nevertheless a fact that teachers of the School in ques-
tion held Masonic views. Nor was this demand made purposelessly. In 
addition to this possibility, there are always countless oblique and deceit-
ful and sly methods whereby one can influence and poison the minds of 
young children insidiously on the pretext that he is working affection-
ately in their behalf. Moreover, the moral ascendancy of teachers over 
their pupils, continuing as it does even after the pupilship has ended, 
creates suitable soil for Masonic efforts to attract future graduates of the 
School for destitute children. And even though the danger of such 
proselytizing efforts be considered remote and contingent only and ex-
ceedingly limited, yet, then again, a prelate of the Church of Christ is in 
duty bound to take the requisite precautionary measures. Accordingly, I 
have performed this duty, and will perform it unflinchingly.  

In addition, I was obliged to safeguard my flock in general too from 
Masonic dangers; for it cannot be said, of course, in truth and sincerity 
that Freemasonry contemplates a beneficent and philanthropic purpose, 
and that the Christian faith is not liable to be injured as a result of the 
activities of Freemasonry. If it were a matter of philanthropy, would it 
not be more natural and more righteous for them to work in behalf 
thereof enrolled in non-secret Christian associations under the blessings 
of the Church, seeing that the Gospel is the fountain of grace and of 
mercy and that the history of philanthropy is a creation of Christianity? 
Besides, when it comes to a holy and pure aim such as that of benefi-
cence, what need has it of associations that are linked with a secret or-
ganization that pursues its way in darkness and imposes terrible 
penalties on anyone who dares to disclose its secrets? If, of course, this 
secrecy of the organization of the Masonic societies is so highly valued 
and is guarded and secured by resort even to crimes, this can only be due 
to the fact that philanthropy and beneficences serve as masks beneath 
which are concealed other aims and other activities.  

As regards the behavior of Masonic Lodges towards the Christian re-
ligion, we shall not be deceived, of course, by the fact that sincere Chris-
tians are accepted as mere members of them without being asked either 
immediately or later to abjure their faith. It is known positively that 
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C H A P T E R  4  

FREEMASONRY IN GREECE 
In Definition and in Comparison with 

Orthodox Christianity in Greece 

In the newspaper "Empros" (i.e., "Forward")6 of December 14th (1898), 
there was published a reply to the encyclical of Archbishop Hierothy of 
Patras (Greece) against the Masons, in an article emanating from the 
headquarters of Greek Masonry in Athens, and coming out in defense of 
Freemasonry, which had been assailed in the encyclical. In the reply the 
Archbishop was taken to task as having coveted the glory of his teacher 
Makrakis, who was the first to wage a successful war upon this insidious 
and deceitful enemy of the nation. But since the question of Freemason-
ry is thus brought into publicity once more, we are again obliged to an-
imadvert upon its nature in definition and in comparison with 
Orthodox Christianity in Greece, in order to see to it that the nation 
shall be properly enlightened as regards what ought to be done on this 
occasion consistently with the laws in force and the written constitution 
of Greece. Accordingly, let us first proceed to ask what Orthodox Chris-
tianity in Greece is, against which Freemasonry in Greece is deceitfully 
and stealthily marshaling its forces.  

Orthodox Christianity in Greece, according to the creed of the First 
Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea (or Nicea), believes in one God, Fa-
ther, Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible, and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, through which 
Son all things were made, and in the Holy Spirit which proceedeth out 
                                                            

6 Published in Athens, Greece 
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of the Father, and in the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, of 
which Christ is the foundation and head, being the one through whom 
all things were made and the one for whom all things were made. Ac-
cording to this belief the great architect of the universe is the God of the 
Christians, i.e., the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, precisely as the 
Prophet-King says:  

"By the Logos (or Word) of the Lord were the heavens firmly estab-
lished, and by the Spirit of his mouth all the host of them" (Ps. 33:6). 

The very same architect of the universe is also the architect of the Or-
thodox Christian Church, of which Christ is the foundation and head, as 
is evidenced by the following words of St. Peter the Apostle:  

"To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed by men, 
but chosen by God, and precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up 
to be a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrific-
es acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it contained 
in the scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, pre-
cious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you 
believers, therefore, he is precious; but unto unbelievers, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same hath become the head of the 
corner, and a stumbling stone and rock of scandal, who stumble at the 
word because they are unbelievers: whereunto also they were appoint-
ed. But ye are an elect generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people entitled to good treatment, so that ye may enounce the virtues 
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light" (I 
Pet. 2 :4-9).  

According to these Apostolic and Scriptural words, Orthodox Christian-
ity in Greece is defined as an edifice and house of the one and only true 
God, having Christ as its foundation and head, to whom all are bound by 
ties of belief in and of obedience to Him with respect to all His teaching 
and legislation. Now let us proceed to ask what Freemasonry in Greece 
is, which is working in the darkness of night, and boasting that it is 
working with a view to mutual enlightenment by means of the true light 
of the one who really lighteth every man that cometh into the world! 

"Article 12 of our fundamental law," says the Masonic reply to the en-
cyclical, "contains the following: 'Freemasonry, ever since the beginning, 

has always professed the existence of God who is the Great Architect of the 

Universe, and the immortality of the soul.' "  
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